Career 


When it came along 
you were too shy 
and didn’t speak up, 


so they gave it to 
Brash Mouth. Later, 


tried being his facsimile 
but said the wrong things. 


So it’s all tuning then? 
Best resonator wins? 


Lost the chance to 
give a pound of flesh. 


Figurative for soul which 
hasn’t weight. All spirit 
things lack heft, anyway 


after more misses 
than hits, a blessed 
stage arrives where 


you become you. 
Too late? 
For what? 


Money isn’t everything. 
But you and yours are close. 
More laughter in the house 


than those containing sell-outs. 
They have classy furniture; 
you have love. 


With teens it can feel akin to war, 
but never mind. Much later, 


while piling the fractious gang into 
a van, they who elbowed you 
aside cool by in roadsters and con- 


descend a wave which can no longer 


piss you. lrony,your interior 
career,has given way 


to persuasion, as you do your utmost 
with grandtwins. In hopes that they 
won't poop their pants before you reach 


the cottage. On the lake, which dreams mists 
at night, after shimmers of lights and the sink- 
ing cries of exhausted children. In all the echoes, 


all, you'll have a quiet drink with ones 
who read you practically entire. 


